
Placing China at the Courts of Europe, 1700–1800

Colloque
Du Jeudi 05 septembre 2024 au Vendredi 06 septembre de 00h00 à 23h59
Historischer Gasthof ‘Zum Eichenkranz’, Oranienbaum-Wörlitz

When Leopold III Frederick Franz, Duke of Anhalt-Dessau (1740–1817), added Chinese-inspired state
rooms, a pagoda, a tea house, and bridges to his sprawling garden realm, he followed a practise widely
employed at courts of the German states, Austria, and across Europe. Chinoiserie was of such
importance that it was used by his political allies as well as rivals, by conservative and progressive
rulers, and in both Protestant and Catholic settings. While the centrality of China to elite representation
of the time has been noted often, so-far its significance remains opaque. The conference, a
collaboration between the Kulturstiftung Dessau-Wörlitz and the Institute of Art History, University of
Vienna, aims at investigating the intentions and rationales behind the inclusion of Chinese-inspired
spaces, structures, and designs into programs of representation at European courts during the 18th
century.

Open to the public, the conference will be conducted in English. The fee (including catering and
excursions) is €35. Registration should be sent to julia [dot] cahnbley gartenreich [dot] de by 25
August 2024. Organizers plan to publish the proceedings in 2025.

Intervention de Stéphane Castelluccio
11h30 France and China: Between Fascination and Reserve
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