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Titre italien : La chiesa di S. Maria Maggiore a Ferentino e gli echi "cistercensi"
nell’architettura duecentesca del Lazio meridionale

La recherche porte sur I'étude historique et architecturale de I'église de Sainte-Marie-Majeure a
Ferentino (province de Frosinone, Italie), I'un des plus importants édifices construits dans le Latium

méridional au XIII€ siécle.

Le contexte scientifigue montre d’énormes désaccords relatifs a la période d’édification et, par
conséquent, aux différentes références culturelles ayant inspiré I'architecture de I'église, a partir des
abbayes de Fossanova (1208) et Casamari (1217). D’autre part, en raison de la rareté des sources
médiévales qui nous sont parvenues, nous ne connaissons pas avec précision la chronologie relative et
absolue du batiment.

Le texte de synthese, qui est supporté de deux volumes supplémentaires rassemblant les sources
iconographiques et toute la documentation écrite (inédite ou non) sur Sainte-Marie-Majeure, se compose
de trois parties. Apres avoir retracé I'histoire de I'église, depuis ses origines jusqu’aux dernieres
restaurations, a partir de I'exposé critique de guestions historiographiques, I'architecture de I'édifice et
ses principales phases de construction sont analysées de maniere exhaustive. Enfin, la derniere section
contextualise notre étude de cas dans le cadre du renouvellement architectural du Latium méridional
et, plus largement, dans I’histoire de I'architecture médiévale, sans se limiter a I'ltalie.

En sélectionnant tel édifice-clé, constituant un exemplum sous le point de vue architectural, la
recherche a spécifié les modalités de réception et de transmission des modeles provenant de la
Bourgogne et de I'lle-de-France a I'architecture religieuse et civile dans la province ecclésiastique de

Campagna et Marittima au XIII€ siécle.

Summary

My research deals with the historical and architectural study of Santa Maria Maggiore in Ferentino (in
the modern province of Frosinone), one of the most important buildings erected in southern Lazio during
the thirteenth century. The existing scholarship on the church was out of date and suffered from large
gaps that left the history of its construction unexplained. Neither the date of the site’s foundation nor
that of its completion are known because of the lack of medieval documentary sources. Consequently,
the main disagreements about Santa Maria Maggiore had concerned the sources of inspiration for its
architecture, as scholars generally compared it to the model of the Cistercian abbeys of Fossanova
(1208) and Casamari (1217).
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My dissertation is accompanied by two additional volumes containing the images supporting the text
and a catalogue of written sources including unpublished archival documents, and it is divided into
three parts. The first traces the entire history of the building and begins with a critical exposition of
related historiographical issues. The second section exhaustively analyses the architecture of the
church and its building phases by reconciling documentary evidence and visual analysis of the church.
The third section contextualizes the design of Santa Maria Maggiore within the territory of southern
Lazio and the panorama of "Cistercian" architecture.

By taking this exemplary monument as its subject, my research demonstrates the complex reception of
architectural models from Burgundy and the lle-de-France, analysing their subsequent reworkings in
thirteenth-century religious and civil architecture in the ecclesiastical province of Campagna and
Marittima.
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